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ABSTRACT 

Ritual that has become a legend and has its roots in Gunung Kawi Indonesia. Rituals are also referred to as a 
place in the world for profit. The road taken is to draw closer to God and also the guardian of Gunung Kawi 
supernatural beings. Gunung Kawi is a very famous place in Indonesia and also visited as a place of ritual and also 
benefit materially. This study wants to answer the cultural rituals and also aspects of tourism in Gunung Kawi. Data was 
collected by means of interviews and observations. The results showed that the Gunung Kawi has become a place of 
worship for economic riches and influence on aspects of tourism in the area. In the aspect of tourism economy Gunung 
Kawi has made society better and more advanced. 
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1. INTRODUCTION  

Gunung Kawi is a place that is quite popular in Indonesia. The location Gunung Kawi is in 
the village Wonosari, District Wonosari, Malang regency, East Java province, Indonesia. The place, 
which is widely used as a place of worship and also a ritual to gain worldly benefits. Gunung Kawi 
also indirectly brings benefit to the local community by utilizing a variety of tourist arrivals for the 
purposes of tourist ritual. Sure, tourists have a variety of needs that must be required to meet their 
needs such as hotels, restaurants, daily necessities for running a ritual at Gunung Kawi.  

 
2. METHOD 

The method used in this research is to conduct interviews and direct observation to the 
Gunung Kawi. The observations made by observing the rituals that took place at the site, and also 
by asking important things that has to do with problem in this research. This research was 
conducted independently by the researcher, on the sidelines of Padjadjaran University brought 
Anthropology student practicum to the field.  

 
3. LITERATURE  

Regarding the existing culture system described and those at Gunung Kawi according to 
Clifford Geertz (1983: 94) is a system that is already rooted culture for thousands of years and 
survives in society today. Rituals that there is a culture that has taken root and become a habit rather 
than the community at Gunung Kawi. While Edmund Leach (1974: 95) states that an element of 
culture that has been rooted already so long and has become a structure in the society today. The 
relationship has been structured such that it has been customary in the form of rituals that have 
plagued the community Gunung Kawi. 

Robert W Hefner (2000: 95) explains that what happened was that the case is a result of a 
culture that has traditionally rooted once existing in the society. Which then gives a tremendous 
effect, the traditional society still becomes a tradition that is so powerful. This tradition became 
rooted and has led to changes and understanding the Islamic society that still adheres to the 
traditional pradikma in the community. Hisako Nakamura (1983: 43) who later explained that was 
originally introduced in the community as a form of marriage that contain traditional elements in 
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