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Abstract. This study aims to analyze the working of two democratic traditions in the 
election of head of Neglasari Village in 2015. This aim based on the condition of Neglasari 
as a unity of law society that has its own tradition in implementing democracy. However, the 
state determines that liberal democratic tradition is the main traditions that applied in head 
of village election. The research uses qualitative research and case study as its research 
strategy. Data collecting is done by interview, observation and documentation. The working 
of both democratic traditions turns out to provide a positive contribution, to the village 
democracy to be more qualified because both traditions are supporting each other.
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Introduction
A village is a unity of law society that 

exists long before the existence of a state. 
Although the government of Dutch East Indies 
found it in 1817 (Kartohadikoesoemo, 1984), it 
existence was long before at least during the 
era of the Singhasari Kingdom established in 
1222-1292 and it was known as desa perdikan 
(Maschab, 2013). It means that village has 
a long history and continues in a dynamic 
along with the development of the kingdom 
that copes it until its current form.

The condition, however, did not mean 
that the power and existence of a village is 
higher than that of the state. The substantial 
power of the state is the main causing factor of 
the condition. With its power, a state has the 
authority to set the direction of development, 
form and pattern of the governance and the 
development of a village including in the 
election of its head of village. In other words, 
a village depends on more to the good will and 
political will of the state.

At present, the regulation on village 
is set by Act No. 6, 2014 on village. The 
act states that head of village is directly 
elected by its people and the election is 
conducted simultaneously. The regulation of 

the simultaneous election is a new thing in 
the election of head of village for all unity of 
law societies in Indonesia including Neglasari 
Village in Salawu Sub-district, Tasikmalaya 
Regency, West Java. The most important thing 
in this election of head of village, however, is 
not its simultaneous nature but the regulation 
in the act to maintain the implementation 
of the mechanism of direct election of head of 
village by its people. The mechanism is part of 
liberal democratic tradition to elect the leader.

The problem is that although Neglasari 
Village is not a unity of customary law 
society, it has its own tradition in the 
election of the head of village. The tradition 
came from the custom of Kampung Naga 
society who still exist and effectively to 
be the guidance for people of Neglasari in 
their social life, governing and democracy. 
Kampung Naga itself is one of kampongs in 
the area of Neglasari Village. According to 
Ningrum (2012), for Naga people, custom 
has a unifying force (centripetal) that could 
weaken the external strengths that have 
split force (centrifugal). This Naga custom is 
summarized in four traditions: will, mandates, 
prohibitions and consequences.

Although it is different from New Order 
Era, the tradition is still effective in electing 
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