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Background 

Today, in Indonesia, at any hour, anywhere, we can hear music, played from just one source 

or from many sources, as in the village for example, or in the big cities, namely in shopping 

centers, or cassette/CD shops. We can hear pop music, rock music, heavy metal music, 

keroncong music, dangdut music, traditional music, western music, etc. Music can be heard 

in so many forms and places throughout Indonesia, broadcasted routinely from commercial 

television and radio stations, not to mention in private homes. Music is so pervasive and it is 

difficult to escape it in our daily lives. Music in general and pop music in particular, lives 24 

hours a day. Pop star posters are displayed in the cities and in the villages, in the room of 

teenagers and of others not so young. Shops owners and roadside traders get opportunity to 

sell posters of pop idols in various poses, on calendars, exercise book covers, match boxes, 

and so on. 

 The development of diatonic music (Western music) has been so long existing in 

Indonesia, especially since the advent of Portuguese and Dutch around 17th century to 

Indonesia. Since that time the influence of western music kept flowing to Indonesia.3 

 The music development in Indonesia post Indonesia’s independence (1945) has 

grown rapidly. The development could be divided into two period, namely period of Old 

Order (1945-1965) and period of New Order (1965-1998).4 

 It could be said that since New Order the quality of Indonesian musicians have been 

on the same level with musicians in international level. This quality factor is because 

                                                           
1This article was presented on  “Gender and Sexuality in Popular Culture” in School of Language 

Studies and Linguistics Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, Malaysia, 

in 4-5 September 2007..   
2Kunto Sofianto works in History Department, Faculty of Arts, Padjadjaran University.  

 3In short, diatonic music in Indonesia could be divided into three periods, namely period of  

Portuguese and Dutch (1596-1942),  period of  Military Japanese Occupation (1942-1945), and period of post 

Indonesia’s Independence (1945-nowadays). See at Slamet A. Sjukur, “Sekilas Musik Barat di Indonesia”, in 

Magazine Serba-serbi Negeri Belanda. No. 69, in 1987; Suka Hardjana, “Catatan Musik Indonesia: 

Fragmentasi Seni Modern yang Terasing”, in Journal Kebudayaan Kalam, edtion 5 in 1995; and Remy Sylado, 

Musik Bacaan dan Bacaan Musik dari Perlintasan Budaya Barat yang Berlangsung di Indonesia Semenjak 

1536 Tarikh Masehi. Makalah dalam Seminar Pekan Komponis IX/1998 Dewan Kesenian Jakarta, 18-22 Maret 

1998. 

 4It’s probably the development could also be divided into three periods, namely period of Old Order 

(1945-1965), period of New Order (1965-1998) , and period of Reformation (1998-nowadays). 
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