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Abstract 
 

In the Western normative thinking of subjectivity as reflected in the Cartesian idea 

of mind and body, subjectivity lies primarily in the mind while the body is regarded to be a 

mere container. Looking at the six short stories of three women writers (Enough Rope, 

Hair Jewellery, The Blush) and three men writers (Pinkland, Nude on the Moon, A Rose 

for Emily), only two of which are delineated in this article, we find that subjectivity as 

represented by the women/”women” characters are not determined merely by the mind. 

The short stories show that the body plays a significant role in the construction of the 

subjectivity of the women characters’ subjectivity. We also find that in all novels, all 

women characters’ subjectivity is always in transformation as signified by the travellling, 

the clothing, the ever-changing identities and the resistance to the [hetero]normative 

construction imposed on them. 

In comparing the idea of women’s subjectivity as reflected in the short stories by 

the women and men writers, we find that basically there is no “inherent” tendency in 

picturing women, or those identitified as women as stereotypes in the six short stories that 

we analysed,. Rather, we find that some men writers are actually capable of writing 

women in feminist perspective. 
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1. Pendahuluan 

 
1.1 Latar Belakang Masalah 

 
Gagasan subjektivitas pada pemikiran Barat menurut Weedon (2001) 

mengasumsikan bahwa inti, ke-subjek-kan seorang individu ada pada daya nalar, 

keunikan, keterpisahan dan perbedaannya dengan yang lain. Yang paling dominan dalam 

pembentukan gagasan subjektivitas dalam kebudayaan Barat adalah pemikiran 

Descartes yang terkenal dengan gagasan “Cogito Ergo Sum.” Dalam pandangan ini, 


