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Abstract 

The title of this research is "Polymorphemic Construction in the Names of Sundanese Traditional Diseases". 
The purpose of this study is to describe the types of construction and the meaning of polymorphemic names 
of diseases in Sundanese. The method used in this research is qualitative, which describe the data as it is 
and analyze it, both in terms of type of construction and in terms of its meaning. Polymorphemic 
constructions of the names of diseases in Sundanese are very diverse. Based on the type of construction, 
the names of these diseases can be either (1) affixes + basic form (of the words), (2) reduplications + basic 
form, (3) a combination reduplication and affixation + basic form, and (4) of the composition. Affix used in 
type (1) can be prefixes ka- and nga-, the konfix ka-an, and the suffix -eun. Basic forms with prefix ka-, nga-, 
and konfix ka-an are generally verbs. The meaning of the construction is in general 'in a state of basic form'. 
Meanwhile, basic form with suffix -eun is generally a noun; and nouns in this group are generally in the form 
of animals or food. Interestingly, the meaning of disease which is formed by suffix -eun + basic form is 'a 
disease that physically looks like or resembles an animal that became basic form' or 'sick from eating food 
that is basic form'. The reduplication that occurs in type (2) generally in the form of reduplication changing 
the sound (rarang rorong, rucam riceum). Combined affixation and reduplicated on (type 3) generally in the 
form of reduplication dwilingga + basic form + suffix -an or -eun. The meaning of the construction is 'a 
disease or condition looks similar to basic form'. The basic form in the construction may include animals, 
food, or objects. Meanwhile, the construction in the form of compositions (type 4) is generally formed a core 
element + attributes. Attributes in this construction can be either (a) the animals, (b) plants, (c) objects, (d) 
people, and (e) of the body, and (f) certain verbs. The meanings of the construction are (1) a disease or 
condition such as basic form and (2) a disease caused by basic form, and (3) in a state of basic form. 
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