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ABSTRACT 

Possessive structure in language study is a syntax sub study in phrase level, which is a grammatical 

unit consists of two words or more functions as a noun. Possessive structure is a common thing in any 

language and is available in all languages in the wor ld. But it is used differently in each language. The 

differences of usage resulted in differences in possessive construction in every language. In one 

certain language, the use of possessive structure put the noun first and the possessive later, for 

example `tanaman kakek' in Indonesian language and 'ciashru al -hukumah' or 'the nation's palace' in 

Arabic which both in Indonesian and Arabic known as possessive noun phrase. There's also other 

language that put the possessive first then the noun later as in 'f ather's car' or 'mobil ayah' and 'my 

father' or `ayahluf in English. It means that in Arabic possessive structure consists of two elements: 

one which is owned (termiliki; T) as core element (penguasa) and one which is the owner (pemilik; P) 

as the divider element (attributive). Both elements are put side by side, where T element is put before 

element P or element P is put after element T. Seen from the format elements, the Arabic possessive  

structure consists of noun and noun (N + N) or noun and genitive noun (N + GN). 

Keyword: structure, possessive, core element, barrier.  

Foreword 

Possessive or possessive structure in a language is a common thing, means it presents 

in any language that human use. But how it expressed differs from on language to another. 

This difference in expression causes a different in possessive structure in each language. 

This is shown by the fact that a certain language the possessive structure put the modifier 

(Termilik / T) is put first as in Bahasa Indonesia and Arabic and there are languages that put 

the head word (Pemilik / P) first as in English. For example the structure 'buku guru' in 

Bahasa Indonesia, it consists of the word 'buku' as modifier and the word 'guru' as the head. 

The same in Arabic 'madinah al-rasuli' city of the Prophet, consists of the word 'madinah' or 

city as the modifier 'and al-rasuli' or the Prophet as the head word. While in English the 

structure `father's car' consists of the word 'father' as the head and 'car' as the modifier. It 

means that in English, the head word comes first before the modifier. 

Possessive structure in language study is a syntax sub study in phrase level, it is a 

grammatical unit that consists of two words or more with the noun as the main word (Ramlan, 

1987). The structure 'pagar rumah' by Sudaryanto (1983) is named possessive noun 

construction because the connection between the two words hold possessive meaning. The 

word 'pagar' is the main or core element as the T (Termilik/head), while the word 'rumah' as 

the modifier or divider as the P (pemilik/modifier). 

[1975] 

 

http://tajudin.nurgunpad.ac.id/

